
ECON 523: Program Evaluation for International Development

Replication Project: Card and Krueger (1994)

Due March 17

Overview of the Assignment

This exercise makes use of the data set Card-Krueger-1994-data.dta, which was first
used in the paper “Minimum Wages and Employment: A Case Study of the Fast-Food
Industry in New Jersey and Pennsylvania” by David Card and Alan Krueger, published in
the American Economic Review in 1994. The authors examine the impacts of a change in
New Jersey’s minumum wage law that took effect in April of 1992.

For this assignment, you will produce a replication and extension of Card and Krueger’s
analysis. Specifically, you will be replicating Table 2 as well as portions of Tables 3 and 4,
as discussed below. In addition, you will need to produce one table of additional analysis —
either a replication of a specification (or multiple specifications) that appears later in the
paper, or new analysis of your own devising. More original and/or challenging extensions
will receive more credit.

When you submit this assignment, you will be asked to upload: (1) a write-up of your
analysis that should be 5-7 pages long, including tables, and (2) a do file that produces
your results from the raw data.

Honor code related text. This is an independent project. You are welcome (in fact,
encouraged) to discuss your approach with other students in the class. You are welcome
to discuss which variables you want to drop, which specifications you plan to include, etc.
However, you should not share you Stata code with anyone, and both your write-up and
your do file should represent your own independent work. You may be asked to talk me
through your do file in order to receive full credit on this assignment.

This assignment is hard. Replicating published papers is often substantially harder
than one would expect. Dealing with the data will be frustrating. You will not be able
to replicate every coefficient and standard error exactly (at least I can’t). Struggling to
replicate published papers is good practice for unraveling the mysteries in your own data.
I’ll be evaluating your efforts to match the published coefficients, but I do not expect anyone
to successfully replicate everything. That is why this is a project (i.e. preparation for real
life, research-wise) and not a problem set.
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Specific Guidance on What to Replicate, and How to Do It

You must replicate the following pieces of Card and Krueger’s paper:

1. Table 2 – all of the coefficients and hypothesis tests contained therein

2. Part of Table 3, specifically the contents of the red box (note that you may be able to
replicate every coefficient in the red box, but you will not be able to replicate every
standard error):

3. Part of Table 4, specifically the contents of the red box (note that you will probably not
be able to replicate every coefficient and standard error exactly, but I am interested
to see how close you get):
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4. An additional analysis table of your choosing, either a subsequent specification (or
specifications) from the paper, or additional analysis of outcome variables, or alter-
native specifications exploring the robustness of Card and Krueger’s results

Structuring Your Write-Up

You should structure your write-up following the paper template posted on the course
website.1 Your write-up should include the following:

� Your introduction should explain why empirical research on the impact of mini-
mum wage laws is important, and then provide an overview of Card and Krueger’s
empirical approach and their main findings. In the second or third paragraph of the
introduction, you should explain which parts of Card and Krueger’s analysis you will
be replicating. Though your introduction will reflect the ideas in Card and Krueger’s
original paper, the writing must be your own.

� Your data section can be short. Your first paragraph should describe the context of
Card and Krueger’s data collection in your own words, and the second section should
explain what data you actually use in your analysis.

� Your results section should contain five paragraphs:

– A paragraph describing the empirical strategy and the assumptions required for
valid causal inference.

– A paragraph describing the results of your replication of Table 2 (again, in your
own words). You should explain what statistics are reported and how we should
interpret the results.

1You are welcome to use latex instead of word to format your write-up, but you should adhere to the
structure of the paper template.
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– A paragraph describing the results of your replication of Table 3 (again, in your
own words). You should explain what statistics are reported and how we should
interpret the results.

– A paragraph describing the results of your replication of Table 4 (again, in your
own words). You should explain what statistics are reported and how we should
interpret the results.

– A paragraph describing your additional piece of replication: what did you choose
to do, why is this an interesting or important extension of the analysis, and what
are your findings?

� Your conclusion should briefly address the following questions: What have we
learned from this exercise? How does the minimum wage impact employment out-
comes in the fast food industry? Why is this result important?

Saving Your Empirical Results

You will need to include summary statistics and regression tables in your write-up. They
need to be formatted professionally. As we discussed in class, you can do this using Stata’s
putexcel command to format your own bespoke tables, or you can do this using Stata’s
esttab command (together with estpost and eststo) to make professional-quality tables
in excel or word with minimal effort. Detailed guidance on how to use esttab to format
high-quality, easily replicable tables is available on the Williams ECON department’s stata
help website. You are also welcome to use outreg2 or any other command of your choosing.
However, to receive full credit, your replication files must generate your analysis tables as
a word/rtf, excel/csv, or latex document.
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