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1. Introduction
The introduction should be three paragraphs. The first paragraph should answer the following questions: What is the main problem or question motivating the study? Why is this question important for the field of development economics? Your first paragraph should start with a motivating fact characterizing the severity of the issue. The objective of the first paragraph is to go from your large and obviously important opening statement to the specific empirical question that your study will answer. 
For example, my paper on preschool, which we read for class, begins with “Investments in health and human capital during early childhood influence later life outcomes such as educational attainment and adult income (Behrman et al., 2013, Tanner et al., 2015, Britto et al., 2017). In low- and middle-income countries (LMICs), more than a third of all children under five do not receive adequate nutrition and cognitive stimulation (Black et al., 2017).” All of my papers on early childhood interventions have similar openings. By the end of the second paragraph, we have made the journey from that big-picture question to the precise empirical question we are going to explore in the paper: “At present, there is very little credible causal evidence on the impacts of government preprimary education in Sub-Saharan Africa on child development outcomes.” 
Atkin, Khandelwal, and Osman’s (2017) paper “Exporting and Firm Performance: Evidence from a Randomized Experiment” is another good example. They open with: “There are large differences in productivity across countries (Hall and Jones 1999; Bloom and Van Reenen 2007).” Over the course of the next two paragraphs, they then narrow in on the specific focus of their experiment: “Despite the pervasiveness of these initiatives, there is still an ongoing debate as to whether exporting has a causal impact on measures of firm performance.” 
Since you are writing a short research proposal, you should make this journey from your large and obviously important development issue to your specific empirical question more concisely in a single opening paragraph. 
Your second paragraph should then summarize the key lessons from the randomized evaluations that motivated your proposed study. You should answer the following questions: How has this research question been addressed thus far in the relevant literature? What lessons have we learned from previous studies? What are the competing explanations for the pattern of results observed in the literature to date?
Finally, your third paragraph should provide a brief overview of what you are proposing, followed by a sentence or two explaining why your study is needed and how it will contribute to the existing evidence base.



2. Research Design
2.1 Intervention 
What type of an intervention does the study involve? Be specific about what the treatment entails, who (or what) is eligible to receive treatment, who will deliver treatment, etc. If there are multiple treatment arms, be precise about how they differ, and explain whether treatments will be mutually exclusive or overlapping. How will the sample frame (or the list of eligible participants) be constructed? At what level (individual vs. cluster) will treatment be administered? You should provide enough detail to allow another researcher to replicate the treatment that you propose to study.
2.2 Theory of Change 
What are your main hypotheses, and how will you operationalize them? What are the specific outcomes you will use to measure the impacts of treatment? How will they be measured, and what steps will be necessary to transform any raw data that you collect or access into the quantitative variables that you will use in your analysis?
Be precise about your hypothesized causal pathway. How will you measure take-up of the intervention? Are there important intermediate steps in the causal chain that lead to your primary outcome of interest? For example, in studies of early childhood interventions, we typically measure the activities of parents (i.e. do they read or engage in other stimulating activities with their children?) in addition to the child-level developmental outcomes that we are trying to improve. 
2.3 Identification Strategy
Describe the structure of your proposed RCT. Will randomization occur at the cluster or the individual level? Will treatment assignments be stratified? Explain the timing of the treatment relative to baseline and endline data collection.  
2.4 Outcome Variables
For each of the outcome variables described in Section 2.2, explain the sources of data that will be used to construct the variable. Will data be collected at the individual, household, or other level, or will administrative data be obtained (and if so, from where)? How will you guarantee that comparable data is available for both the treatment and the control groups? 

3. Data and Empirical Analysis
3.1 Empirical Specification
What is your regression specification? Be precise about the set of covariates that you intend to include, your outcome variable(s), and the level of clustering. How will the results of your regression be mapped to your proposed hypothesis tests?
3.2 Sample Size
For each of your main outcome variables, explain what constitutes a reasonable minimum detectable effect (MDE). What sample size will you need to achieve these MDEs? Include the power calculations used to justify your proposed sample size. Be precise about the units of your proposed MDEs and your assumptions about the proportion treated, the variance of the outcome variable, and (where necessary) the intra-class correlation. 
3.3 Treatment Effect Heterogeneity
How will you test for treatment effect heterogeneity? Characterize the groups that you expect to have relatively larger or smaller treatment effects? What leads you to anticipate these effects?

4. References
2

